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Karl Idsvoog <academicintegrity2017@gmail.com>

Checking for Academic Corruption in Athletics 

Zorn, C. Kurt <zorn@indiana.edu> Fri, Jul 28, 2017 at 12:40 PM
To: Karl Idsvoog <academicintegrity2017@gmail.com>
Cc: DAVID FOSTER <dafoster@kent.edu>, Max Grubb <maxvgrubb@gmail.com>, ridpath697 <ridpath@ohio.edu>

Dear Mr. Idsvoog,

 

Before I provide the data you requested in your July 7th email, it is important to provide some context.
Indiana University (IU) has a long standing “special” admissions program that is available to all incoming
students. It was instituted by the IU Board of Trustees in June 1960 and is referred to as the faculty
sponsorship program. Under the program if an IU faculty member certifies that “…in his judgment the
applicant is capable of doing good work in college; or on the basis of any other evidence satisfactory to the
[Admissions] Committee”, a prospective student can gain admission despite not meeting the regularly
specified university admission requirements.

 

Over the years the faculty sponsorship program has become more formalized with the formation of faculty
sponsorship committees to assist the Office of Admissions in the review of requests for “special” admission
under the faculty sponsorship program. The first such sponsorship committee was the Faculty Sponsorship
Subcommittee of the Faculty Athletics Committee. Subsequently similar faculty sponsorship committees
were formed by units on the campus to provide a systematic review of these requests. All of these
committees work very closely with the IU Office of Admissions throughout the entire admissions process.

 

The Faculty Athletics Representative (FAR) serves as the chairperson of the Faculty Sponsorship
Subcommittee of the Faculty Athletics Committee. The Committee consists of the FAR and three faculty
members who also are members of the Faculty Athletics Committee. When a recruit falls short of IU’s
regular admission standards a coach can request that the Faculty Sponsorship Subcommittee approve
sponsorship for that recruit. The coach works closely with the person who oversees initial eligibility for IU
and with the FAR to ensure the case is worthy of consideration by the subcommittee. While NCAA eligibility
is a necessary condition for consideration for sponsorship, eligibility alone is not sufficient.

 

The committee carefully reviews each case to determine whether it believes the student-athlete has a good
probability of being academically successful at IU. It takes into consideration factors like the environment in
which the student was raised, undiagnosed or late diagnoses of learning disabilities, etc. During its
deliberations the subcommittee solicits input from the academic services staff regard the type and extent of
accommodations that may be appropriate for the recruit. It also requires the coaching staff to carefully
explain how it will work with the recruit to ensure she or he understands the importance of being successful
academically and the type of environment it will create to help ensure success.

 

Once a student is approved for faculty sponsorship, the FAR matches the student with a faculty member
who is willing to serve as a sponsor for a student-athlete. The faculty member serves as a mentor for the
student for her or his freshman year and has the option to continue the relationship in subsequent years.
The student and faculty member meet regularly during the year to discuss the student’s academic progress,
adjustment to university life, and any other topics that may come up.
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Academic Year Football Men’s Basketball Total

2012-13 1 1 2

2013-14 2 1 3

2014-15 1 0 1

2015-16 1 0 1

2016-17 1 1 2

2012-17 Totals 6 3 9

The faculty sponsorship program for student-athletes has been very successful over the years. Analyses
indicate that student-athletes admitted under this program perform similarly academically to the overall
student-athlete population.

 

As you may suspect, students with an ACT score lower than 17 would not meet IU’s regular admission
standards and therefore must  be admitted under the auspices of the faculty sponsorship program. You have
asked for a “..breakdown of incoming freshmen admitted with ACT scores lower than 17 for both football
and men’s basketball…” during the last five years. These data appear in the table below:

 

                                               Football and Men’s Basketball Incoming Freshmen

                                                                     With ACT Score Below 17

 

 

In sum, as a faculty member and now FAR, I am proud of the thoughtful system that exists for considering
requests for “special” admissions at Indiana University in general and for student-athletes specifically.

 

Sincerely,

 

C. Kurt Zorn

C. Kurt Zorn

Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education

Professor of Public and Environmental Affairs

Indiana University

Maxwell Hall 100

750 E. Kirkwood Ave.

Bloomington IN  47405-7101
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tel:  (812) 855-8783

fax:  (812)855-7046

email:  zorn@indiana.edu

 

From: Karl Idsvoog [mailto:academicintegrity2017@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2017 4:34 PM 
To: Zorn, C. Kurt <zorn@indiana.edu> 
Cc: DAVID FOSTER <dafoster@kent.edu>; Max Grubb <maxvgrubb@gmail.com>; ridpath697
<ridpath@ohio.edu> 
Subject: Checking for Academic Corruption in Athletics
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